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came Into their riders' faces. Then they van-
ished in the dust-cloud on the edges of the
plain, and the review was over.
The Princes who came to greet the Heir Ap-
parent whilst at Lahore included the hill chief-
tains from the spurs of the Himalayas and the
great Punjab chiefs from Patiala, Bahawalpur,
Jhind, and Kapurthala. Amongst those of
most unshaken loyalty was the ruler of
Xabha, who, having fought for the State in
his youth and paid personal homage to the
King-Emperor in Ms ages exclaimed that life
had nothing further to offer him, and that he
was willing to depart in peace.
At Peshawar there was no doubt of the
proximity of the frontier. All the soldiers
on guard belonged to the fighting regiments,
amongst others the Black Watch, whose
achievements in these Indian border wars
are written in the pages of history. The
Chief Commissioner of the North-West Pro-
vince is always a military officer, and the
whole organisation of government is sugges-
tive of war. At every spot where the
mountain barrier is weak bristles a fort, a
loopholed wall, or a bastion. The railway
too runs nearly to the border of Afghanistan,
and this at once alters the proportions of the
problem of defence.